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INTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTION
The opening of potencial markets for citrus

production in Argentina is restricted by the
presence in our region of the Medfly
Ceratitis capitata (Wiedemann), which is
considered one of the most harmful pests in
agriculture and, to a lesser extent, by the
presence of the South American fruit fly
Anastrepha fraterculus (Wiedemann).

The national organizations for plant
protection have different policies to determine
the phytosanitary measures for the same pest. The
Animal Plant and Inspection Service (APHIS) of the
USA has standardized cold treatments for the
different fruit fly species, independently of the
fruit varieties and of the country of origin. Japan,
on the other hand, requires each country to
develop its own quarantine treatments, including
all the varieties to be exported.

Reports on cold treatments date back to the
early 20th century, when Back and Pemberton
(1916) studied the influence of low temperatures
in the different developmental stages of
C. capitata in peaches and apples; they
concluded that the third instar larvae was the
most tolerant stage to cold. Hill et al. (1988),
working with Valencia oranges, arrived at the
same conclusions. Gould (1996), working with

carambolas infested with Anastrepha suspensa
(Loew) eggs and larvae, found no differences
between these stages of development. In
contrast with the extensive research on
C. capitata, no data on cold treatment for
A. fraterculus has been reported.

Since 1996 the Estación Experimental
Agroindustrial Obispo Colombres (EEAOC)
Tucumán, Argentina, has developed different
investigations on quarantine cold treatments for
the control of C. capitata and A. fraterculus for the
opening of new markets for its citrus production.
In this work we analyzed the results obtained
during the last 10 years in order to facilitate the
development of citrus cold treatments in the future.

The aims of the present work were:
• To determine the developmental stage

of C. capitata and A. fraterculus most tolerant to
cold.

• To determine the influence of the varieties in
cold tolerance within the same citrus species.

• To compare cold tolerance between
C. capitata and A. fraterculus.

MAMATERIALS AND METHODS TERIALS AND METHODS 
In order to determine the developmental

stage of C. capitata most tolerant to cold,
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sensitivity trials were carried out, comparing them
in four varieties for different citrus species. The
same trials were performed for A. fraterculus in a
single variety within the same citrus species.

To find out whether the varieties within the
same citrus species had an incidence on cold
sensitivity in C. capitata, we compared the third
instar larvae in four varieties of grapefruits in five
of oranges and in six of tangerines and their
hybrids. In the case of A. fraterculus, we compared
the third instar larvae in three varieties of oranges,
tangerines and their hybrids. Cold tolerance
between C. capitata and A. fraterculus was
compared for the three developmental stages in
one variety per citrus species.

Fruit fly species and developmental stages
The biological material used in this work was

the immature stages (eggs and larvae) of
C. capitata and A. fraterculus, obtained from the
laboratory breeding of the EEAOC, Tucumán,
Argentina. The C. capitata breeding originated in
the collection of infested fruit, mainly oranges and
grapefruits from NW Argentina, while that of
A. fraterculus came mainly from the collection of
guavas from Tucumán, Argentina. Each summer
wild blood was incorporated to the laboratory
breeding in four successive cross-breedings until
93.75% wild blood was obtained. Quality control
was performed for each generation checking egg
viability, hatch percentage, egg/pupae recovery,
pupae weight, male/female ratio, flight ability,
adult longevity and female fertility.

Developmental stages used in the trails were:
eggs (with more than half of their completed
embryonic development); immature larvae (first
and second instars, L1+L2) and mature larvae (third
instar larvae, L3).

Citrus species and varieties
The citrus species and varieties used were:

oranges (Citrus sinensis (L.) Osbeck) Washington
Navel and Lanelate (within the navel group),
Salustiana, Lue Gim Gong and Valencia varieties;
red pulp grapefruits (Citrus paradisi Macfadyen),
Rouge La Toma and Star Ruby, rosy pulp,
Henninger's Ruby and white pulp, Marsh Seedless
varieties; tangerines (Citrus reticulata Blanco) and
their hybrids Clemenules, Marisol and Hernandina
(within the Clementines group), Nova, Ellendale
and Murcott.

Trial temperature
The temperature of the trials was 2±0.5ºC.

Temperature was automatically registered every

hour by eight pulp sensors per treatment. Trials
started when over half the sensors recorded 2ºC or
less.

Treatments
Six to eight cold treatments for the different

developmental stages were assessed. Each
treatment comprised over 200 viable individuals
per each stage mentioned above; each trial was
replicated three times. Fruit were artificially
inoculated with 35 eggs or larvae per fruit.
For inoculation the fruit upper part was removed,
the eggs or larvae were placed on the fruit pulp,
the cap being replaced and the whole fruit being
finally sealed with paraffin (Figures 1, 2 and 3).
The fruit inoculated with mature and immature
larvae were placed in chambers at 25ºC for 24
hours to reach larvae adaptation inside the fruit;
they were later introduced into the cold chamber.
Eggs were inoculated on the same day they were
introduced into the chamber. After exposure to
cold, the fruit containing the mature and immature

Figure 1. Fruit inoculation with eggs of C. capitata.

Figure 2. Detail of the inoculation technique.
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larvae were placed in chambers at 25ºC and chec-
ked after 48 hours; larvae exhibiting no motion
were considered dead (Fig. 4). Fruit containing
eggs were checked five days later. If larvae emer-
gence occurred, the egg was considered viable. 

Determination of viable insects
In order to determine the minimal number of

200 individuals viable per treatment, a portion of

the inoculated fruit was set apart as controls
before the remaining fruit were introduced into
the cold chamber. Eggs were checked five days
after keeping them at 25ºC, while larvae were
checked on the same day the fruit were placed in
the cold chamber. The total number of viable
insects was calculated by substracting the
proportion of dead insects in the control from the
total number of inoculated insects. Mortality was
corrected using Abbot's method.

Statistical analysis
Mortality data were analyzed using the

Probit method (Finney, 1971), by comparing
lethal times 50% (LT 50) with their respective
95% confidence intervals. If no overlapping
was found, the intervals were considered different.
The most tolerant stage or variety was the
one showing the longest lethal time. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONRESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The results of the Probit analyses for the

different developmental stages of C. capitata in
the different varieties of oranges, grapefruits and
tangerines and their hybrids are shown in Tables
1, 2, and 3, respectively. The results of the Probit
analyses for the developmental stages of
A. fraterculus in oranges, grapefruits and
tangerines and their hybrids are shown in Tables
4, 5, and 6, respectively.

Cold sensitivity trial for the developmental
stages of C. capitata

The results of the sensitivity trials for the
developmental stages of C. capitata in grapefruit
showed no differences between eggs and
immature larvae in all varieties; howevwer, there
were differences between these stages and

Table 1. Sensibility to cold of different developmental stages of C. capitata in four orange varieties.

LT 50: Lethal Time 50 
CI: Confidencial Interval

Figure 3. Inoculated fruit with third instar larvae.

Figure 4. Third instar larvae killed by the cold treatment.
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Table 3. Sensibility to cold of different developmental stages of C. capitata in six tangerines and hybrid varieties.

Table 4. Sensibility to cold of different developmental stages of A. fraterculus in three orange varieties.

Table 2. Sensibility to cold of different developmental stages of C. capitata in four grapefruit varieties.

N/D: No Data
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mature larvae. In tangerines and their hybrids
there were no differences between the stages of
eggs and immature larvae in Murcott and
Clemenule, while differences were found in
Ellendale and Nova. All the varieties showed
significant differences between the immature and
mature larvae with the exception of Ellendale. In
oranges, the comparison between eggs and
immature larvae showed differences in the
Valencia and Salustiana varieties, no differences
being found in the other two varieties. When
comparing immature with mature larvae,
significant differences were found in all varieties
with the exception of Salustiana.

The data obtained showed that the third instar
larvae of C. capitata were the most tolerant to
cold, in agreement with the results of Back and
Pemberton (1916) and Hill et al. (1988). 

Cold sensitivity trial for the developmental
stages of A. fraterculus.

The results of the sensitivity trials for the
developmental stages of A. fraterculus in
grapefruits showed no differences between
eggs and immature larvae; however, there
were differences between these stages and
mature larvae. In tangerines and their hybrids
no differences were found between eggs,
immature larvae and mature larvae. In oranges,
the comparison between eggs and immature
larvae showed significant differences, the same

as between mature and immature larvae.
The results obtained showed the same

pattern as for C capitata, where the third instar
larvae was the most tolerant stage to cold.

Incidence of varieties on cold sensitivity of
C. capitata mature larvae.

On comparing cold sensitivity of third
instar larvae in different varieties within the
same citrus species (six tangerine, five orange,
and four grapefruit varieties) no differences
were found between the varieties of the same
citrus species.

Incidence of varieties on cold sensitivity
of A. fraterculus mature larvae.

No differences were found in the sensitivity of
third instar larvae of A. fraterculus in the three
varieties of tangerines and their hybrids or in the
three orange varieties.

Cold tolerance of C. capitata and A. fraterculus
No differences were found when comparing

cold sensitivity between the C. capitata and
A. fraterculus third instar larvae in each of
the three citrus species analyzed. These
results differ from what was stated by APHIS,
which requires a longer treatment for fruit
infested with different species of the
Anastrepha genus as compared with that of
C. capitata (APHIS 2006).

Table 6. Sensibility to cold of different developmental stages of A. fraterculus in three tangerines and hybrid varieties.

Table 5. Sensibility to cold of different developmental stages of A. fraterculus in grapefruit.
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CONCLUSIONSCONCLUSIONS
From the analysis of the results of the

present work, we can conclude that:
A.- Third instar larvae of C. capitata and
A. fraterculus are the most tolerant stage
to cold.
B.-Varieties within the same citrus
species had no incidence on cold sensitivity
of third instar larvae of C. capitata or
A. fraterculus.
C.- No differences in sensitivity to cold
were found between third instar larvae of
C. capitata and A. fraterculus.
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